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that she is here to give her time and efforts to 
others when they need it and is God’s tool to 
help others. Her lifelong commitment to serv-
ice reminds us all of the impact that the 
Rosies have had on our state and nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating Jean Zaranko on her 
95th birthday. I join with her family, including 
twenty grandchildren and twenty-one great 
grandchildren, and friends in extending my 
best and warmest wishes to her on this spe-
cial day. I am proud to honor her life, her ac-
complishments, and her invaluable contribu-
tions to our nation. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RENA 
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OF ARIZONA 
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Mr. O’HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Rena Ann George, 
a beloved resident of Winslow, Arizona, who 
passed away last month. 

In 2019, my staff and I had the privilege of 
visiting Rena and her husband, Herbert, at 
their home in Winslow. During this visit, I 
spoke with Rena and Herbert about the im-
pacts they experienced over the past four dec-
ades as a result of their forced relocation fol-
lowing the 1974 Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement 
Act. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
meet with the George family, learn about their 
life, and see some of Rena’s beautiful arts and 
crafts. 

Throughout her life, Rena dedicated herself 
wholeheartedly to her family, her many com-
munities, and her arts and crafts business. 

Her kindness, warmth, and hard work have 
made a profound impact on her community 
and her loved ones. 

Pat and I are keeping Rena’s family, friends, 
and the entire Winslow community in our pray-
ers as we mourn her passing. 
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Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor my mentor and friend, Mrs. Cordelia 
Lewis-Burks, a remarkable Hoosier who has 
dedicated her life to the service of others. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Cordelia has 
fought tirelessly for inclusion, equality, and jus-
tice through the election of qualified diverse in-
dividuals. 

Ms. Cordelia discovered a love of politics 
from an early age, inspired by her father who 
was a pastor in West Virginia. Recognizing the 
importance of policy as a means to help her 
community, she engaged in political efforts as 
a young woman after moving to Chicago by 
volunteering for a local Congressional cam-
paign. 

In 1959, Ms. Cordelia moved to Indiana 
where she worked as a licensed practical 
nurse for two decades before accepting an in-

ternship with the A. Philip Randolph Institute. 
She next embarked on a career with the sen-
ior constituency group of the American Fed-
eration of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL–CIO). Ms. Cordelia contin-
ued her work with unions for many years. In 
1989, she served as chief lobbyist for the Indi-
ana branch of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees Union 
(AFSCME), and then as the Director of Politics 
and Legislation until 2005. 

Ms. Cordelia served as a precinct com-
mitteewoman in the 7th Congressional District 
of Indiana for forty years, promoting the impor-
tance of voting. She has worked on local and 
national campaigns, including Bill Clinton’s 
1996 presidential campaign and Barack 
Obama’s 2004 Illinois senate campaign. On 
March 20, 2021 she will end her 15 year ten-
ure as the Vice-Chair for the Indiana Demo-
cratic Party. 

Ms. Cordelia has been honored as one of 
the City of Indianapolis’s 100 most influential 
Black citizens and has received Indiana’s 
highest honor, the Sagamore of the Wabash 
Award. She is also a recipient of the Rosa 
Parks award, Rosa Parks Trail Blazer Award, 
as well as the Sojourner Truth Award. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the outstanding achievements and 
remarkable life of an Indiana treasure, Mrs. 
Cordelia Lewis-Burks and extend our best 
wishes for her future endeavors. 
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Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the service of Gerry 
Pelissero, who recently retired after serving 
the people of Gogebic County as the clerk of 
court and register of deeds for more than two 
decades. Through his tireless work ethic and 
devotion to the common good, Gerry has be-
come an indispensable part of the state of 
Michigan. 

A U.P. native, Gerry graduated from Bes-
semer’s A.D. Johnston High School in 1977. 
After studying broadcasting at the Brown Insti-
tute in Minneapolis, Gerry returned to Gogebic 
County to become a radio personality and 
sports director at WUPM in Ironwood. Fol-
lowing his career in radio, Gerry worked as an 
agent with Prudential Financial for 11 years 
before deciding to run for county clerk in Janu-
ary of 2000. He would go on to win the elec-
tion and serve five terms in office as clerk of 
court and register of deeds for Gogebic Coun-
ty. In this role, Gerry oversaw the moderniza-
tion of the clerk’s office—moving from phone 
calls and faxes to email and other digital tech-
nology. His dedication and leadership allowed 
the county’s functions—including the courts 
and administrating elections—to run smoothly, 
and the impact of his work cannot be over-
stated. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my constitu-
ents, I ask you to join me in honoring the ca-
reer and service of Gerry Pelissero. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
the First District is home to such a selfless 
leader. On behalf of my constituents, I wish 
Gerry all the best in his future endeavors. 

WELCOMING THE MS. ARKANSAS 
SENIOR AMERICA PAGEANT 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the work of the Ms. Arkan-
sas Senior America Pageant in the State of 
Arkansas and welcome the competitors to my 
hometown of Hot Springs. 

The Ms. Senior America Pageant seeks to 
improve the lives of seniors and those around 
them by advocating for personal growth 
through continuing higher education and com-
munity service. Celebrating ‘‘the Age of Ele-
gance,’’ this pageant seeks to promote the 
value of our senior citizens’ experience and 
wisdom, while choosing someone who rep-
resents the dignity, beauty, and contributions 
of the elderly to our communities. 

I thank the reigning Ms. Arkansas Senior 
America and Fourth District native, Ms. Shar-
on Morgan Tahaney, for her service in the last 
year. After years of writing and speaking on 
leadership, Ms. Tahaney now represents the 
State of Arkansas with grace. I believe she 
was right when she said that ‘‘there are no 
limits in life based on age, just on attitude.’’ 
She, along with an organization led by Ms. 
Pattie Genovese, is working hard to expand 
this year’s State competition in hopes of pro-
viding a larger platform for senior ladies to 
share their wisdom, experiences, and knowl-
edge. 

I take this time today to celebrate the work 
of this organization and its leaders and wel-
come them all to Hot Springs. It is my hope 
that our nation will derive from them a beau-
tiful example of perseverance, hard work, and 
service. 
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IN HONOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
KENTUCKY RIFLE TEAM 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Coach Harry Mullins and the members 
of the University of Kentucky Rifle Team on 
winning the 2021 NCAA Rifle National Cham-
pionship. This is the third national title for the 
outstanding program, located in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

The Wildcats were undefeated and ranked 
number one in the country last season when 
the COVID–19 pandemic caused the NCAA 
Championships to be canceled. These impres-
sive student-athletes stayed focused through-
out the 2021 season and earned the cham-
pionship on March 13 in Columbus, Ohio. 
Mary Tucker, named Most Outstanding Per-
former at the event, earned gold in both the 
smallbore and air rifle. Teammate Will Shaner 
earned silver in air rifle. 

Coach Harry Mullins has led the Rifle Team 
at the University of Kentucky since 1987. I 
thank him for his leadership and his dedication 
to these student-athletes. He has built an ex-
cellent program of which all Kentuckians can 
be proud. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:44 Mar 17, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A16MR8.016 E16MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-03-17T10:58:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




